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Suffolk's gangs face a more concerted effort by local, 
county and federal authorities, who yesterday announced 
a newly launched plan to share resources and intelligence 
to stamp out one of the county's most stubborn public 
safety problems.

An intergovernmental task force, composed of Suffolk 
police, prosecutors, Huntington area school officials and 
Town of Huntington code enforcement officers, was called 
for by Rep. Steve Israel (D-Huntington), who presided over 
a meeting yesterday to announce the effort at Huntington 
Town Hall.

Suffolk's initiative resembles Nassau's effort started in November to combine the 
forces of agencies to combat gang activity.

"I'm very confident we can come up with a plan that is not only successful in 
Huntington but can become a national model," Israel said during a roundtable 
discussion that drew Suffolk Police Commissioner John Gallagher, Suffolk District 
Attorney Thomas Spota, Huntington Supervisor Frank Petrone, Huntington school 
officials and parents.

Officials said it was the first of many summits designed to address what authorities 
consider a persistent problem on Long Island.

Petrone said the gangs are often the outgrowth of many other social ills, from poverty 
and unstable families to the dearth of affordable housing.

"There are so many different reasons why a kid might go that way," Petrone said.

Petrone and Huntington Town board member Marlene Budd announced plans to launch 
a "Take Back the Block" program designed to help tenants become owners of the 
properties they rent.

"It's always helpful to bring in all the different levels of government," Gallagher said. 
"What today's meeting did was reinforce commitments that have been made all 
around, and it allowed us to agree that they all are going to continue."

Israel, who obtained $750,000 in federal funds to empower law enforcement with 
technology and skills to target gangs in Suffolk, said the group hopes to have a 
concrete plan drafted by the start of the next school semester. 
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